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visit to England did not lie in the attempt to find a
solution to the Indian problem, but In showing us
Europeans how :o eliminate our tendency to nervous
breakdowns                                                           *
*
It became airnoii a preoccupation with me how
to net nxiddle-ciafs people to know him, re'ally to
know him. I begran to realise that the natural thin5
for us to do with people v/e admire anc? are proud
of is to chaff them, to *" pull thair -leg/" to raise
cheers or to tell humorous stories about them and
thus express our real feelings invertediy. Our cus-
tom with, an honoured guest is to give him a dinner,
or even a cup of tea, but Mr. Gandhi eats alone
does not drink tea. What other way is oper? to us ?
To the dust from the feet Is an Indian's expres-
sion of affection and respect, bur that attitude would
never suit us, and Mr. Gandhi tries to stop even his
own people from this obeisance, Indian people,
through contact with Europeans in India, where
their behaviour is completely different from what it
is at horne2 have come to think that all of us in the
West are confirmedly ceremonious, slaves to etiquette.
With their innate courtesy they are eager not to
upset us or disturb us by contravening any of the
thousand and         taboos which seem to them to
operate in our social intercourse.   So they wait,
quietly, patiently and with dignity, ready to
their cue from us in the performance of any little
rite or ceremony we initiate.   They do not          to
embarrass us by appearing unaware of our predilec-
tions in this matter of etiquette.
So East and West          each ottier5 waiting;   a